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Letter From the President

Dear Alumni and Friends of Kodai School:

I write to share with you again news of what Kodai Friends International, Inc. (“KFI”) 
has been doing, along with many of you, to support our School.

Within these pages you will find a fuller report of KFI’s activities and the people and 
projects we supported this past year.  Thanks to your contributions and our endowed 
assets KFI was able to fund scholarships, faculty resettlement grants and augmentation of 
the principal’s salary needed by Kodai School.  But beyond these measures, KFI’s support 
was not just financial.  As president of KFI, I serve as a member of the School Council, 
which gives alumni an important voice in the present day governance of Kodai School.  
KFI additionally gives the School a needed base in the United States to apply for such 

things as ASHA grants from the U.S. Government.  All of these functions and more create a symbiotic relationship 
between KFI and the School that is of mutual benefit to all of us who count ourselves as “Friends” of Kodai School.

An additional development this past year that deserves special mention was the formation of the KFI Alumni 
Committee dedicated to furthering the historically solid bonds between Kodai School and its alumni.  Under the 
leadership of Jeetu Nanda (Class of 1983), this Committee is now seeking to reestablish and solidify the Chapter 
Coordinators located throughout the U.S.  The goal in all of this will be to better connect the School with North 
American alumni on a regional basis; so, stay tuned in 2013 as the work of this Committee continues to unfold.  

Not infrequently when I encounter alumni both here in the U.S. and in India I am asked just why it is that we 
should be supporting the School.  Often this question comes from older (or shall I say “seasoned”) alums from 
the missionary era who no longer sense that the School is deserving of their support now that the missions have 
left India.  But why should this be so?  Those with a true philanthropic spirit and love for Kodai School should 
be rejoicing that our alma matter still exists and thrives even now after the missions are gone.  Instead of the 
School being largely populated by “mish kids” as in days gone by, the School today has a truly more international 
complexion with some of the brightest and capable students to be found anywhere in Asia.  These are the students 
who, along with a dedicated faculty, have helped to establish our School as being one of the finest international 
schools in India.  Just as others supported us in our day, now is the time for us to be giving back to the institution 
which played such an important part in our formative student years and even now continues to shape our lives.  

So how is it that you can specifically help?  First, by all means consider a contribution to the Annual Fund, in any 
amount, to the extent you are able*.  What is important is that you have “skin in the game.”  Second, if you have 
not already done so, consider naming KFI in your will.  And finally, when you have opportunity to do so, give of 
your time, especially when alumni events are planned in your part of the country.  

Above all, get off your butts and do something!  We were not trained to be a passive and apathetic bunch in 
Kodai, and most of us have chosen to live vigorous lives of accomplishment since our school days.  Let us then 
work together, as best we are able, in supporting Kodaikanal International School for generations to come.  

 Thank you very much for your consideration and anticipated generosity.  

 Gene H. Hennig, Class of 1965 
 President of KFI

*Annual Fund link:  http://kis.in/MakeDreamsHappen.pdf
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Gerald Nichol,  
KFI Executive Director

By now you must have seen the cover photo on the KIS 2012 Annual Appeal.  It shows 
two Kodai School hikers studying a Shola in the watershed below as they traverse their 
meandering path through the Palani Hills.  See:  http://kis.in/MakeDreamsHappen.pdf

What does the word “Shola” bring to your mind?  Do you recall your first experience 
with a Shola?  Was it on a conditioning hike or on your class camp?  Perhaps it was in the 
Environmental Science class on a field trip up Observatory Hill to compare the climate of 
a human-planted pine or eucalyptus forest with the God-planted shola.  You may have 
studied how the shola lives a long life, protects the soil and the wildlife, retains moisture, 
and for a weary hiker provides shade from the intense sun rays at Kodai’s 7000-foot 
altitude as well as shelter from monsoon rains.  The shola helps maintain the eco-balance 
of the Palani Hills.

I was first introduced to those God-planted forests, native to the crevasses between the grass carpeted hills, when 
I joined some Kodai School hikers while we vacationed in Kodai in 1971.  We were new to India and to Kodai and we 
had just put our older two daughters, Julie and Maria, in boarding.  After our 14-year sojourn in the desert climate 
of the North Sudan where the only color was slightly varying shades of brown, what contrast I found in those dark 
green rainforests.  Years later Rocky and I were assigned East House as our home where we found a huge, beautiful 
shola tree right in our front yard!  I was informed by the late 
Dayavu Dhanapal that “our” shola tree had been planted by 
her father many years prior to our enjoyment.  It became a 
tree upon which to hang orchids I discovered while hiking 
in the hills.

A couple of decades ago, Kodaikanal Woodstock 
International (KWI), the mother organization of Kodai 
Friends International (KFI), founded The Shola Society.  The 
members of this Society have each left in their wills a portion 
of their estate to KFI.  This is another way that you can help 
Kodai School.  Just like the shola tree of Dayavu’s father, 
your legacy can then live on for the benefit of Kodai School.  
Please contact me for details if you would like to join The 
Shola Society.

Your gifts to KFI during the past year have made 
it possible for KFI to give these grants to Kodaikanal 
International School:

 Overseas Hire Allowance $54,000

 Principal’s Support 48,000

 Russell DeValois Scholarship Fund     5,000

      Total $107,000

KFI is most grateful for your financial support.  During the 2011-2012 fiscal year, North American Alumni 
participation in giving to KFI increased from 147 Alums to 206.   This represents an increase from 5.4% to 7.6%.   Let’s 
continue this trend and increase our level of giving in 2012-2013.   With your help students at Kodai School can 
continue to benefit from the fine international education you received and, along the way, enjoy the sholas in the 
Palani Hills as we all once did.

 Gerald (Jerry) Nichol, KFI Executive Director
 Former Staff 1972-1998, 2000-2001

Shola Tree planted by K. Samuel in the early 1900’s.  
Photo by T. P. Hadden.



3Kodai Friends International

Corleigh (Corey) Stixrud, Class of 1986, Vice Principal of KIS  
on the Flag Green with some students.

Barbara 
Block, Class 
of 1976, an 

Overseas Hire, 
Coordinates 

the KIS Hiking 
Program.

Alumni gifts  
enhanced  

these programs  
at KIS.

New Staff Housing of 3 Units in Ganga Compound  
next to “Minnehaha” on former ALC Compound.

www.kfi-us.org

Photos supplied by Judy Redder & T.P. Hadden
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Kodai Friends International, Inc.
— Statements of Financial Position —

 June 30,  _______________________________
 2012 2011  ____________   ___________

ASSETS
Cash and Cash equivalents $ 54,403 $ 186,888
Investments  1,934,769  2,079,395
Beneficial interest in charitable trusts  75,915  75,526
Cash surrender value of life insurance  12,127  11,791  ____________   ___________
ToTal asseTs $ 2,077,214 $ 2,353,600  ____________   ___________  ____________   ___________

LiAbiLiTiES AnD nET ASSETS
lIaBIlITIes 
   Acrued expenses $ 3,999 $ 7,055  ____________   ___________

NeT asseTs
   Unrestricted  1,803,797  2,017,316
   Temporarily restricted  166,093  225,904
   Permanently restricted  103,325  103,325  ____________   ___________
Total Net Assets $ 2,073,215 $ 2,346,545  ____________   ___________
ToTal lIaBIlITIes  
   & NeT asseTs $ 2,077,214 $ 2,353,600  ____________   ___________  ____________   ___________

Kodai Friends International, Inc.
— Statements of Activities —

 For Year Ended June 30,  _______________________________
 2012 2011  ____________   ___________
supporT aNd reveNue 
   Contributions $ 39,750 $ 31,865
   Investment gain  (144,188)  483,393
   Gain (loss) on beneficial interest  
      in charitable trusts  389  11,270  ____________   ___________
        Total Support and Revenue $ (104,049) $ 526,528  ____________   ___________

expeNses
   Program $ 107,000 $ 150,009
   General and administrative  62,281  64,627
   Fundraising  -  2,401  ____________   ___________
        Total Expenses $ 169,281 $ 217,037  ____________   ___________
ChaNge IN NeT asseTs  (273,330)  309,491
NET ASSETS - BEGiNNiNG  
    oF YEAR   2,346,545  2,037,054  ____________   ___________

NET ASSETS - ENd oF YEAR  $ 2,073,215 $ 2,346,545  ____________   ___________  ____________   ___________

— BoArd oF directors  —

Gene Hennig, Class of 1965
President

Gene.Hennig@gpmlaw.com

John MacKay II, Class of 1952
Treasurer

JMacKay1@comcast.net

Sandra Schoeninger, Former Staff
Secretary

SISKodai@aol.com

Roxanna Khan, Class of 1982
Director

RoxannaSuggy@gmail.com

Niladri Mukhopadhyay, Class of 1997
Director

NMukhopadhyaymba2006@gmail.com

David Otten, Class of 1969
Director

Otten@mit.edu

Lynda Nyce, Class of 1987
Director

LyndaNyce@yahoo.com

Glenn Rogers, Class of 1974 
Director

Glenn@gladespring20.us

Anil Henry, Class of 1984
KIS Council Chair*

AnilHenry@gmail.com

Adrian Moody
KIS Principal*

Principal@kis.in

Navin John, Class of 1993
KISAA President*

NavinJohn@gmail.com

Gerald Nichol, Former Staff
Executive Director*

KFI.Ex.Dir@gmail.com

*Ex Officio Members of the Board

www.kfi-us.org
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$5000 and Up
Robert ’43 & Louise Dudley
Norman Wells ’51 & Anna Thoms

$1000-$4999
Bruce ’53 ‘FS & Louise Cummings ‘FS
Gene ’65 & Kristie ‘FS Hennig, Parents
Nelson M. Hoffman, ‘66
John MacKay ‘52
Miriam Naumann ’51 McCreary
Sanjeev Pandey ‘82
Martha Thompson ’61 & JM Wilcox

$500-$999
Audrey Michalk ’65 & Alan Abel
Jane Donahue ’61 Bridges
David ‘FS & Margaret ‘FS Camp, Parents
Shanta Coleman-Derr ‘68
David ‘55 & Lois Thoms ’55 Dickason, Parents
James ‘FCOD & Evelyn ‘FS Estes, Parents
Barbara Ruff ’61 & GW Parker
Sandra Schoeninger ‘FS

$250-$499
Leonard Betz ‘71
Jacquelyn Brooks ‘FS
Frank ’56 & Mary Emerson
Euxine Dolbeer ’54 & Richard Faix
John Gipson ’73 & Carolyn West-Gipson
Barbara Kapenga ‘72
Kunal Kapoor ‘93
Van Dusen Kennedy ‘29 
Carol Zigler ’55 & Ralph Kusserow
Mary Coleman ’64 & David Lowry
Amit Mansur ’94 & Sonya Kumar
Gerald ‘FS & Roxanna ‘FS Nichol, Parents
Lynda Nyce ’87 & John-David Yoder
David ’69 & Laurie Otten, Parents
Sylvia Trautmann ’73 & Mark Rogers
David S Swan ‘55
Kathleen Finley ’67 Vandiver

$100-$249
Anonymous
George ‘FS & Anne ‘FS Althouse, Parents

Wayne ‘FS & Kathy ‘FS Beckwith, Parents
Grace Bunker ‘59
James ‘FS & Jill Burt
Robert ’48 ‘FCOD & Lucile ‘FS Carman, Parents
John ’47 & Ann Carman
Katharine Pierce ’02 Carr
Mary J Carruthers ‘57
Alberta Voss ’57 & Benjamin Chase, Parents
John ’59 & Elizabeth Chatfield
Jon Closson ‘54
Fred ’53 & Ann ‘FS Clothey, Parents
Dorothy Conlon, Parent
Garrett ‘54 & Mary DeJong, Parents
Ralph Doermann ‘48
Robert ’42 & Marjorie Dolbeer
Elizabeth Updegraff ’41 Dyson
Theodore ’59 & Maja Essebaggers
David Evans ‘48
Patricia Gass, Parent
Charles ’53 & Charlotte Gosselink, Parents
Robert M Granner ‘82
Victoria Gray ‘70
Janice Green ‘FS & Paul Patton
Terry ‘FS & Alice ‘FS Hallaran
Norbert ’49 ‘FS & Ruth ‘FS Hattendorf, Parents
Harriet Varney ’48 & Marc Hays
Paul Heideman ‘75
Michael ’51 & Elizabeth Anne Jackets
Peter ‘FS & Peggy ‘FS Jenks, Parents
Alfred Johnson ‘43
Benjamin ’47, ‘FS & Mary ‘FS Johnson
Jeff ’77 & Kathleen Jokl
Roxanna Khan ‘82
Stanley ’57 & Bonnie King, Parents
Ronald ’66 & Marilyn Koepke
John Bruce Lindeman ‘59
Basil Manns ‘63
Luis ’83 & Karin Tegenfeldt ’82 Mamta
Jerilyn Emerick ’70 Marler
William ’70 ‘FS & Christine Martin, Parents
Edwin ’59 & Katherine Martin
Ahmed Mushfiq ’94 & Anna Kay McGaw Mobarak
Anil Muthukrishnan ‘92
Kathryn Johnson ’71 & Steve Narney
Robert & Momo Nebel, Parents
Betty Lou Wood ’48 & John Nelson
Elinor Potee ’44 Nichols, Parent
Ernest & Edna Nunn, Parents

John ‘FS & Dorothy Yoder ‘FS Nyce, Parents
David ’61 & Mary Nykerk
Ruth Prange ’58 Oatman
Donald ’53, ‘FS & Elizabeth ‘FS Oberdorfer
Richard ’57 & Joanna Patton
David ’63 & Nancy Piet
Hans Schmitthenner ’70 & Joan Potenza
Patricia Wood ’56 & John Remias
David ’60 & Lois Rogers
Carl ‘FS & Virginia ‘FS Schiefer
Steven ’80 & Tammy Scruggs
Nell Kincaid ’54 Semel
Theodore & JoAnn ‘FS ‘FCOD Swanson, Parents
Edwin ’56 ’FS & Margaret Carman ’55 ’FS 

Tegenfeldt, Parents
Alan R Thompson ‘49
Rebecca Trautmann ‘68
Cynthia Warner, Friend
David ’42 & Janet Warren
Richard Wierenga ‘41
Theodore ’41 & Gwendolyn Zwemer

Under $100
Karl Anderson ‘58
Donald Beane ‘FS
Bruce Bertram ‘62
Nancy Fisher Thoms ’48 & Russell Block
Patricia Moore ’51 Burlee
Margaret Caldwell ’75 & Derek Ott
John ’41 & Lillian Camp
Carol Haher ’70 & Richard Casey
Janet Chandler ‘FS, Parent
Patricia Cobey, wife of the Late James Duncan ‘FS
Emily Sora ’82 Dargie
Barbara Ruzicka ’53 & Alan Doody 
Richard ’47 & Anna Carol Dudley
John ‘FS & Martha ‘FS Easter, Parents
Edwin Erickson ‘53
Esther Vail ’39 Falk
Mary Harrity ’51 Fugate
Katie Geissinger ’75 & William Shebar
Warren ‘FS & Barbara ‘FS Geissinger, Parents
Michael & Franca George, Parents
Nancy Towle ’61 Guiles
Martin ‘FS & Janet ‘FS Hahn
Bula Dell Blanchard ‘FS Hames, Parent
Anne Harvie ‘77

Milton ‘FS & Barbara ‘FS Hostetter, Parents
Paul ‘FS & Lois ‘FS Howe 
Harold ‘FS & Jane ‘FS Humble, Parents
Lynn & Marilyn Hunwick, Parents
Eunice Kretzmann ’51 & Gerald Keopke
Muriel Nichols ’53 King
Sara Gesler ’63 Klemmer
Lois E Kline ‘51
Shirley Wood ’49 & Robert Kocher
Marian Korteling ’42 Levai
Merrick ’59 & Sara Ann Emerson ’61 ‘FS Lockwood,       

Parents
Donald ’64 & Peggy Luidens
Eleanor Carman ’53 Macfarlane
William ’40 & Betty McClelland
Roland ‘FCOD & Mary Helen Miller, Parents
Henry E Moyer ‘42
Clara Rittmann ’57 & Orval Mueller
Helen Knox ’42 Murphy
Mary Coan ’37 Nemtin
Vincent ’73 & Patricia Herbich ’76 O’Connor
Elaine Lomperis ’67 ‘FS & Wayne Olson
Jeanne Parsley ‘FS
Stephen ’61 & Donna Pearl
Samuel & Florence Pickens, Parents
Julia Coleman ’36 Pohl
Ruth Manley ’39 Rowland
John ‘FS & Ruth ‘FS Ruggiero
Christine Schmitthenner ‘72
David ‘FCOD & Corinne Scott
Sunita Nelson ’77 Singh
Muriel Hagen ’54 & Wade Smith
Stephen ’63 & Shirley Steele
Ruth Granner ‘FS Storer
Katherine Hennig ’98 & Scott Teece
Lydia Rittmann ’50 Volz
May Korteling ’48 Votaw
Barbara Donaldson ’68 & George Walker
Robert ’54 & Wanda Welles
Andrew Wilch ‘47
Donald ’49 & Alison Wilder
Beverly England ’55 & Wallace Williams
Leslie Servid ’64 Williams
Gail Whitaker ’57 & John Wynne
Paul Zorn ‘68

 KFI Donors, 2011-2012 

In Memory of:
• Margaret Aung Thwin (Former Staff ’59-’67, 

  Parent)
 Phyllis Bell (Former Staff ’79-’88, Parent)
 Lillian Brinnon (Former Staff)
 Nargis Cama (Former Staff ’79-’98)
 Marcine DeJong (Former Staff ’57-’93, Parent)
 Paul Durkee (Former Staff ’92)
 Winifred Schroeder (Class of 1940) Krafft  

 (Former Staff ’79-’81, Parent)
 Marjorie Malaiperuman (Former Staff ‘40’s &  

 ’55-’59, Parent)
 Nora Mitchell (Former Staff ’63-’86)
 Ed Torrance (Former Staff ’92)
  Jerry ‘FS & Rocky ‘FS Nichol
• Ruth C Bunker (School Council President,  

 Parent)
  Grace S Bunker ‘59
• William Coleman (Class of 1933)
  Mary Coleman ’64 & David Lowry
• Russell DeValois (Class of 1943)
  Bob ’43 & Louise Dudley
• Dayavu Dhanapal (Former Staff, Parent)
  Ruth Granner ‘FS Storer
• Paul Doermann (Class of 1944)
  Ralph Doermann ‘48
• James J. Duncan (Former Music Staff ’50’s),  

 Parent
  Patricia Cobey, Wife

• Roger Evans (Class of 1944)
  David Evans ‘48
• Ada & Lester Finley (Former Staff, Parents)
  Kathleen Finley ’67 Vandiver
• Eric A Gass (Class of 1952, Council Member, 

 Parent)
  Bob ’48 & Lu ‘FS Carman
  Pat Gass, Wife
  Nicki Nichols ’53 King
  Rebecca Trautmann ‘68
• Elizabeth Swavely (Class of 1944) Granner  

 (Former Staff ’92-’05)
  Bob ’48 ‘FCOD & Lu ‘FS Carman
• Edith Harrington (Former Staff)
  David ’60 & Lois Rogers
• Terry Heusinkveld (Class of 1963)
  Steve ’63 & Shirley Steele
• Dr. Nelson M Hoffman, Jr (Former Staff, Parent)
  Nelson M Hoffman ‘66
• Ashok Kamte (Class of 1982, Parent)
  Luis ’83 & Karin Tegenfeldt ’82 Mamta
• Rev & Mrs Robert Theodore Koepke (Parents)
  Ronald ’66 & Marilyn Koepke
• Herb & Rose Krause (Former Staff, Parents)
  Paul ‘FS & Lois ‘FS Howe
• Gladys Kretzmann (Parent)
  Miriam Naumann ’51 McCreary
  Eunice Kretzmann ’51 & Gerald Koepke

• Ruth Kamala Korteling (Class of 1947) Martin
  Marian Korteling ’42 Levai
• Carol Potee (Class of 1940) Salmonson
  Elinor Potee ’44 Nichols
• Dorothy Rittmann (Class of 1948) Ommen
  Clara Rittmann ’57 & Orval Mueller
• Marilyn Scudder  (Class of 1955)
  Don ’64 & Peggy Luidens
  Ed ’56 ’FS & Miggie Carman ’55 ’FS Tegenfeldt
• Harriet & Lester Servid (Parents)
  Leslie Servid ’64 Williams
• Laird Stengele (Former Staff, Parent)
  Carl ‘FS & Ginny ‘FS Schiefer
• Alan C Swan (Class of 1951)
  David S Swan ‘55
• Wells (Class of 1922) & Beth Scudder  

 (Class of 1922) Thoms (Parents)
  Norm ’51 & Anna Thoms 
• Rev Robert Trautmann (Former Staff, Parent)
  Sylvia Trautmann ’73 & Mark Rogers
  Jerry ‘FS & Rocky ‘FS Nichol
• Bob Warner
  Cynthia Warner, Friend

In Honor of:
• Beth Gesler (Class of 1956) & David Caldwell
  Sara Gesler ’63 Klemmer
• Robert (Class of 1948, Former Council Chair)  

 & Lucile (Former Staff) Carman (Parents)
  John ’47 & Ann Carman

• Class of 1970
  Bill ’70 ‘FS & Christine Martin
• Luther Engelbrecht (Former Staff, Council  

 Member, Parent)
 Theodore Michalk (Former Staff, Parent)
  Audrey Michalk ’65 & Alan Abel
• Warren & Barbara Geissinger (Former Staff, 

 Parents)
  Katie Geissinger ’75 & William Shebar
• Sonia L George (Class of 2000)
  Michael & Franca George, Parents
• Gene Hennig’s (Class of 1965, Parent) Birthday
  Kate Hennig ’98 & Scott Teece
• Virginia & Gerhard Johnson (Former Staff,  

 Parents)
  Kathy Johnson ’71 & Steve Narney
• KIS Council of Directors
  John ’59 & Elizabeth Chatfield
• Bertha Lange (Former Staff)
  Peg Caldwell-Ott ‘75
• John B. Lindeman (Class of 1959)
  Bruce Lindeman ‘59
• Nancy Piet-Pelon, Wife
  David Piet ‘63
• Philip Swanson (Class of 1980)
 Kristin Swanson (Class of 1982)
  Ted & JoAnn ‘FS ‘FCOD Swanson, Parents

‘FS = Former Staff
‘FCOD = Former Council of Directors

www.kfi-us.org
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